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Worker 


Wishlist 


Requesting 
yout help... 
Pantry & Toiletries 
Dairy 
Cereal, Coffee 


EMTT ENE House Library ©anned Fruit 


¥ All New Kitchen Vegetables 
* Fire Esc ape 


Fem. Pads 
Tampons 


Disp. Razors 
Beans Shaving Cream 
Soups & Stews Shampoo 

Body Lotion 
Deodorant 
Toothbrushes 


Toothpaste 


Lazarus House 

New Roof . 
% New Roo Sugar 
* Fire Escape 


Coffee Creamer 


Ligutti House : Juices 
* Fire Escape : 
Milk 


We need your Cheese 


donations Butter 


Toilet Paper 


or skills! Eggs 
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Volunteers 
Individuals and work crews 
needed for hospitality (serving 
food, clean-up), general house 
cleaning and/or maintenance. 
Inside and outside 


Cleaning 


Supplies Over the 
Counter 

Bleach Medicines 
Dish Soap Tylenol 
Murphy’s Oil Soap Tbuprofen 
Pinesol Multiple 
Toilet Cleaners Vitamins 
Paper Towels Ointments 
Brushes | 
Sponges Donations 


Cash donations are 
important to pay 
taxes, utilities, 
supplies and 
regular maintenance 
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The voice of the Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 
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The voice of the Des Moines Catholic. Worker Community 


Frank Cordaro’s Pre-Sentencing Statement 
Omaha Federal Court House, Feb 24, 2006 


Renee E:speland, Fr. Jack McCaslin, Paul Gallagher, Frank Cordaro crossing the line at 
Offutt Air Force Base on December 28, 2005. 


I am a thirty-year member of 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, a former diocesan 
puiest, and a life-long believer that 
war is not the road to peace. For 
me, it's a religious issue, Your 
Honor. It is based upon my 

understanding of what it means 
to be faithful. That personally 
held conviction has carried with it 
some deep social and political 
implications and today it leads me 
into your courtroom. Thank you 
for the opportunity to speak on 
my own behalf, Your Honor. 

Por 26 years, Catholic 
Workers and many other 
peacemakers have gathered in 
Omaha the day after Christmas 
for a two and a half day retreat to 
reflect and ponder a deeper and 
truer meaning of this holy 
observance. We come annually to 
build amongst 
ourselves; we especially pray and 
reflect on the Gospel of 
Matthew's story of Jesus’ birth. 
Then, on December 28, the date 
in the Catholic Liturgical Year we 
celebrate the Feast of the Holy 


community 


Innocents, we gather at the gate to 
Offutt AFB to 
proclaim this deeper and truer 


testify and 


aspect of Christmas seldom 
considered or proclaimed. 

The Feast of the Holy 
Innocents memorializes the 
killing of all male children under 
two in Bethlehem. It was a 
massacre ordered by King Herod, 
in an attempt to put an end to the 
child Jesus before he became an 
adult. We read Matthew's story of 
Jesus’ birth as a highly political 
text in which King Herod's killing 
of the innocent children casts the 
dye for the way Jesus will be 
treated in the remainder of the 
story. Putin its historical context, 
King Herod was a_ political 
operative of the Roman Empire. 
His primary obligation to Rome 
was to maintain political and 
economic stability and to secure 
his subject's allegiance to Rome. 
The birth of Jesus threatened 
Rome's stability and the allegiance 
of Herod's constituents. In 
ordering the killings of the 
innocent children, Herod 


determined that an end justified 
the means and the murdered 
children 
damage. 
We then reread the story in 
the present day context. If we re- 


became collateral 


contextualize this Christmas story 
in today's world, then we must 
face a ghastly irony: that is, in the 
name of Peace, we, the most 
powerful nation in the World, 
represent the Roman Empire. 
And like the Romans before us, 
we and our political operatives 
commit a war of aggression 
against the few, and tens of 
thousands of innocents end up 
slaughtered in the process - all in 
the name of democracy, freedom 
and above all, global stability. That 
is why we go to Offutt AFB, year 
after year, so that we can 
remember the teachings of the 
Prince of Peace and shed light on 
a truer and deeper meaning of the 
Christmas season. 

In the last 26 years, we have 
vigiled at Offutt AFB through the 
civil wars in Latin America, the 
end of the Cold War, and through 


the first Gulf War. We are now in 
the midst of Gulf War # II anda 
declared new global War on 
Terrorism. Since the last time I 
crossed the line at Offutt, four 
years ago, things have changed for 
the worse, Your Honor. Offutt 
AFB is now the home of the US 
Nuclear and Military Space 
Commands, called STRATCom. 
[ts mission includes a new way of 
making war, a hybrid of nuclear 
weapons systems and space 
technology, Its stated goal is the 
projection of US military might; 
both nuclear and conventional, 
anywhere on the planet within 30 
minutes — dubbed a Global Strike 
Force. 

With that in mind, | stood 
hand in hand with 3 other peace 
makers at the entrance drive of 
Offutt AFB on Dec 28th and 
made a slow but 
approach to Offutt's main gate. 
When we reached the gate we 


deliberate 


were asked to leave by the awaiting 
Offutt security officers. We chose 
instead to take our witness on to 
the base as we opened the 
unlocked gate and stepped 
through. We were immediately 
and peaceably arrested. 

This was all done, openly and 
nonviolently, Your Honor. No 
property was damaged nor was 
any human being threatened or 


disrespected. Permits were 
previously obtained through the 
proper 
presence on the public property 
leading onto the base, The Offutt 
security people were told before 
hand that we were coming and of 


authorities for our 


our intent to enter the base. 

A serious crime, a crime 
against humanity is taking place 
ona daily basis at Offutt APB, and 
I don't know how I could live with 
myself if I don't stand up and say 
itis wrong. Thousands of people 
are dying every day under the 
weight of Pax America; hundreds 
of Herods are killing the 
innocents to maintain the USA's 
global political and economic 
stability. I do recognize the need 
for trespass laws and I do not 


oppose them. In this instance, 
however, I believe I and the others 
were justified; it was the breaking 
of a smaller law to call attention to 
a greater crime - a defense of 
necessity in my humble view, 
Finally Your Honor, for the 
life of me, for the Gospel I follow 
and for the Jesus I believe in, I can 
not reconcile our country's 
possession of and intent to use 
with my 
Christian Catholic Faith. Nor can 
1 reconcile it with the national and 


nuclear weapons 


international treaties to which our 
government is a signatory. 
Whether we are talking God’s law, 
or man’s law, I believe we are, as a 
nation, in violation of a law. 

Some day, maybe today 
perhaps, I believe 


surely as the 
arc of human history bends 
towards truth and justice, our 
necessity defense will be 
acknowledged and the justice 
system will side with the peace 
makers, If not today, then I shall 
find my peace in knowing that I 
have not violated God's law, and 
in believing that I have not 
violated man's law, either. 

deliberate the 
sentence, I ask your 
understanding when I tell you that 
I can not in good consciousness 
pay any fine, as I live and work 
without pay at the DMCW as a 
volunteer for the homeless, that 
community service is my way of 
life every day, and that I could not 
accept a probation with a 
restriction against my work for 


As you 


peace, 

I want you to know that no 
matter what the outcome of 
today's proceedings, I hold no ill 
will towards you, or anyone from 
the prosecutor's office or Offutt 
AFB. 1 believe the power of 
nonviolence and love will 
transform the fearful world in 
which we live, and I know it must 
begin with me. 

Thank you, again, for 
allowing me to present this 
statement 

—Frank Cordaro 


Editor 


Fran Fuller 
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“Surely You Jest” 


Ir 1 criminal offense ¢ 
home| in these 20 cine 
1. Sarasota, FI 
Lawrence, KS 
3. Little Rock, AR 
4. Adanta, GA 


Las Vegas, NV 
6. Dallas, TX 
Houston, TX 
8 San Juan, PR 
9 Santa Monica, CA 
10. Flagstatt, AZ 
11. San Francisco, CA 
12. Chicago, I 
13. San Antonio, TX 
14, New York City, NY 
Austin, TX 


16. Anchorage, AK 
17, Phoenix, AZ 
18. Los Angeles, CA 
19. St. Louis, MO 
20, Pittsburgh, PA 


lhe US. child poverty rate ts wo 
to three times higher than other 
major industrialized nauons 
According to the latest 
comparative numbers, the child 
poverty rate in Sweden in recent 
years has been less than four 
percent; in the Czech Republic, 
less than six percent; France, 
seven percent; Germany, 10 
percent, Australia and Japan, 12 
percent; ¢ anada, 14 percent; 
while, in the United States, the 
child poverty rate has remained at 
over 16 percent for the past two 
years - with some sources placing 
the comparative number at more 
than 23 percent of all children in 
America living in poverty (Society 
at a Glance, Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development, 2002) 


Photo (above): Fr. Tom " 


Celebrating Friday night Mass 


Volunteers at the Des Moines 


Catholic Worker. 


Hello everyone. This is my 
very first article so please bear 
with me. I wanted to write about 
all the wonderful volunteers we 
have at our Catholic Worker. So I 
decided to start with the definition 
of the word "volunteer" as stated 
by the Merriam-Webster Online 
dictionary 1; a person who 
voluntarily undertakes or 
expresses a willingness to 
undertake a service: Wow! Is all I 
could think when I read this. We 
have been truly blessed. I can not 
even begin to count the number 
of volunteers we have had in the 
soon-to-be thirty years of the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker. But I 
can tell you that without each and 


every one of them we would have 
not survived this journey. Their 
willingness to give freely of their 
time and talents speaks volumes 
for those we call "volunteers", 
Which reminds me of a group of 
young ladies who on their first 
visit to our house were very shy 
and intimidated by the guests we 
serve, On their second visit you 
could clearly see their comfort 
levels rising to new heights. 
Tuesday we had the pleasure of 
only two young ladies from their 
group, but to see the 
transformation in them was truly 
amazing. They reminded me of 
flowers in the early spring. Making 
their way to the warmth of the 


DeCarlo (Center) we 


— By Jackie Robinson 
DMCW Community Member 


sun, at first shy and timid, leery of 
the cold and bad weather that 
could threaten their existence at 
any time. Breaking through the 
rich dark soil to show just a 
glimpse of who they are about to 
become. Slowly, patiently, waiting 
until they can no longer hold back 
the awesome beauty given them. 
And this is my life, being blessed 
to live and be surrounded by the 
best God has to offer. I want to 
thank each and every one who has 
made, done or given freely of your 
time and talents. God bless you 
all. I am hoping this article will 
only be the beginning of many to 
come, on the "volunteers" we love. 


From the Outside 


My name is Chris, otherwise 
known as the non-catholic worker 
catholic worker. I've been known 
around the community simply as 
“the guy who works on the Via 
Pacis newsletter, and the Catholic 
Well, little did 


anyone know, but I can contribute 


Worker website” 


an article for the Via Pacis too! 

I’ve been affiliated with the 
Catholic Worker houses for a few 
months now, but my true 
experiences with the Worker 
started a few years ago, and back 
even further, in passing, I 
wondered about the house now 
known to all that know and love it 
as “The Berrigan House” 

I remember passing by it with 
someone who was a passenger in 
my car, back in the 80's, and seeing 
several people on the porch, | 
asked “What's that place?” The 
passenger replied “That? Oh 
that’s the Catholic Worker 
I let it go at that, but 
always wondered what it was they 


House” 


did there 

It wasn’t until the really early 
00's (I always wondered what a 
person called this decade) that | 
experienced the Worker Houses 
for the first ime, Needless to say, 
it was the Dingman House where J 
got my first real taste of what the 
Catholic Workers were all about - I 
was homeless, and staying at 
Churches United, and tended to 


eat where I could. The usual 
haunts; The Door of Faith, 
Churches United and Bethel 
Mission were getting a bit tired, 
and someone had mentioned the 
Catholic Worker as yet another 
place where one could eat. I went 
to the Dingman House on quite a 
few occasions and found that I 
cared for the general atmosphere a 
good deal better than most of the 
other meal sites. There I quickly 
became familiar with a lot of the 
sights many people have known 
about for many years. .. The Jesus 
bus, Carla, Jackie, Fran, Bill, 
Charles, Eddie, Mike and the lot.. 
As a few months went by, and 
a few times in years to follow, I was 
up and down in my life, but I never 
managed to forget about the 
Dingman House, and the people 
who served me well there. Here 
was a place where you could not 
only eat, but you could hang out 
for the afternoon, get necessary 
toiletries and clothing, bread and a 
kind word or two, Carla and her 
sister Jackie, definitely whom I 
would term “regular people”, did 
their jobs it seemed as well as one 
could expect from people who 
had to deal with a weird person 
like me, Eddie, who I thought for 
the longest time was just another 
guest, turned out to be a rather 
innocent soul for one his age, and 


he surprised me most as being a 
kind and gentle guy who never 
said a cruel word to anyone. 
Frank, who I might have seen but 
never got to know seemed 
unobtrusive and tended to blend 
into the background in those days, 
and I never really associated him 
with the group. Charles, who I 
really never got to know either, 
always seemed to be in a good 
mood for the most part. Mike 
Fuller, or Mr. Gruff as I liked to 
call him back then, was quiet (you 
know what they say about those 
quiet types) and a little scary to me 
at the time. Fran Fuller, who of 
course was quite friendly, was the 
one I probably got to know the 
easiest thanks to her good nature 
And of course, there was Bill. I 
used to (and still do) see Bill 
walking all over the neighborhood 
and all over town, but never knew 
who he was or what the guy did 
until I saw him working at the 
Dingman House. Up until a 
couple of months ago, I could 
never remember the guy's name, 
and when I did talk to him I never 
said his name, and privately 
referred to him as “the guy who 
wore the fez” or Pierre. When I 
finally did get to know him, he 
didn’t really care for that particular 
reference, and it still took me a 
while to associate the name “Bill” 


— By Chris Bruce 


to him, thanks to my dismissal of 
getting to know his real name 
during my homeless time. 

There were other faces back 
then that I no longer see, but it 
really surprises me thata lot of the 
faces I see now are the same faces 


I saw back then, All that does is 


convince me that they believe in 
what they’re doing and enjoy what 
they do, I can’t even begin to call 
any experience I’ve had with the 
houses a bad one, and although I 
still wasn’t familiar with 
everything about the Catholic 
Workers back then, I really 
appreciated the fact that they were 
there for me when I needed them. 
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Norman, as some of you 
may know, suffered a stroke. We 
know that God has worked a 
miracle. He was partially 
paralyzed on his right side. He 
now has arm and leg movement 
on the right side. He has been 
giving 100% to his recovery, Itisa 
wake-up call to us all, You never 
really know how much someone 
means to you until they are not 
there. Norman has been a rock at 
the DMCW for over 25 years, We 
know for a fact how much he has 
contributed to us here. May God 
continue to bless us by Norman's 
presence with us at the DMCW. 
He continues to heal. 

Charles, alias Big Chuck, has 
really stepped up to the plate, He 
was the one who was here when 
Norman had his stroke. He has 
truly been earning his angel wings 
by picking up some of Norman’s 
tasks, He is trying to adjust to our 
three new kittens. He has a heart 
of gold. 

Frank is once again doing 
time and will be away for six 
months. He is truly living out the 
mandate to witness to the 
imprisoned and to stand up to the 
powers that be. See his statement 
(article). 


Fran has been busy 
coordinating the National CW 
Gathering, Frank was doing the 
registration, but of course is gone 
for now, She and Ed Fallon 
bought 30 chicks together. We are 
in the planning stages for our 
community garden, and she’s 
really looking forward to 
participating, 

Mike has been busy keeping 
the library up to date, He came in 
3rd in his Scrabble tournament, 
being an excellent player. He 
continues to work his job at the 
Kum & Go. 

Bill has been getting back 
into juggling, He’s up to 5 balls 
now. He’s still looking for a job, 
but in the meantime, he and 
Landon have been doing the 
produce run together. He had a 
good visit with his boy Will in 
Iowa City, came back and rested 
and ended up in a cheerful mood 
because of it. He’s been washing 
dishes at the Dingman like a 
commercial dish machine. 

Jackie came back from her 
cruise rested and tanned. She said 
it was “Great!” I don’t think she 
realized how much it wore her out. 
She has been Norman's contact 
person at the hospital. She came 


through her surgery with flying 
colors, Thanks for covering me 
while I was gone. 

Landon gota job! We are so 
proud. He's going to work for the 
Wells Pargo Arena. He'll start as 
soon as his social security card 
comes in the mail. Hew’s been a 
great help at the Worker. He 
keeps the guests in a good mood. 

Eddie was blessed to be able 
to travel to Washington D.C. for 
the war protests. He’s been busy 
writing to his prison pen pals and 
has also been keeping up with his 
friends who are hospitalized, He's 
always willing to give of himself 
and is trulya blessing, 

Irving is still keeping up with 
all the towels. He's been canning 
and keeping an eye on Jordan. 
He's so happy to have a washing 
machine that works. 

Julius is still taking classes at 
DMACC, and is slowly and surely 
finishing up. He's involved with 
the African-American Student 
Union there, and is quite excited 
about the upcoming spring break. 

Josh is still at Wolfe Ranch. 
He’s doing excellently. He passed 
all his classes with flying colors 
and has grown a lotin the year he’s 
been gone. I think it was one of 
the best decisions I've ever made, 
sending him there. Keep up the 
great job! 

Jordan is turning himself 
around. He’s realizing that high 
school is no joke. He has some 
great teachers; they can see the 
potential he possesses. I know it’s 
not easy being fifteen, but with 
hard work and prayer he can make 
itthrough. 

Elton, Cecilia and Emily 
are community members who, 
although they don't live at one of 
our houses, are community 


members none the less. ‘They take 
house shifts, clean bathrooms and 
come to meetings just like our on- 
site members. There are many 
people that we consider 
community members who do not 
live at one of our houses. 

Tammy has been 
volunteering for half a year. She's 
become one of our best 
volunteers ever, and has been 
thinking about joining our 
community, but is still planning 
her future. 

We have two new guests 
staying with us. Sophie Amand 
and Mohamed Elkhandagawi 
are international students from 
DMACC. These two lovely 
individuals were brought to our 
attention by Cecilia and their 
teacher, Ewa Pratt. They were 
both in need of hospitality and so 
we thought, why not? It’s been a 
win/win situation. They're only 
two blocks away from DMACC, 
and they've been helping us as 


very nice additions to our 


I would like to close by saying 
thanks to the New York Worker 
for their great hospitality. I would 
also like to thank WRL for being a 
committee I am proud to serve 


DMCW. We are truly blessed to 
live in a place where we are not the 
only people trying to make the 
world a better place. 

May we also remember that 
some people in our lives, because 
of one reason or another, don’t 
have food, clothing, health care or 
@ means to get these most basic 
necessities. May we also do our 
part to speak out when we see any 
injustices. May you keep us in 
your prayers, and we will do the 
same for you. 


A New Guest in the Community 


One month ago, I received a 
phone call from Ewa Pratt. She is 
the ESL District Chair at 
DMACC, Urban Campus. She 
was my teacher in 2004, when I 
took my English credit class, She 
knows about my life in the 
community, and for this reason 
she called me for help. She has a 
student who came from Sudan. 
His name is Mohamed 
Elkhandagawi. 

Mohamed is a refugee and he 
needed a place to live because he 
has health problems after his back 
surgery, He cannot work, and has 
a serious financial problem. 

Mohamed came to the United 
States in June, 2004, He is married 
and he has a son, Ibrahim who is 
nine years old, but Mohamed has 
been living alone for almost five 


years. The political situation in 
Sudan was very hard for Mohamed 
and his family. He went to jail two 
times, so he decided to move to 
another country for his security 
and, therefore, is separated from 
his family, He went to Egypt and 
spent almost three years there 
before moving to the United 
States. 

When Ewa told me about 
Mohamed, I suggested she send an 
e-mail to Frank Cordaro and 
explain Mohamed’s situation, 
Frank invited wa to the meeting 
on Sunday evening with 
Mohamed, Ewa told the 
community members the reason 
why Mohamed needed help, She 
explained why she thought the 
Catholic Worker Community was 
a good place for Mohamed 


-Norman’s Whereabouts _ 


We are somebody, said King, I've had a stroke and that means 1 have to go slon 
everything I do and say. We take things for granted, even the talking we do. We 
somebody and itain’tjustwords we say, / * 

Tr’ time we call each other and talk and listen. Imean it. We are 
and listen to cach other, Even the: re to lea: 


Fela. We 


ee  ___ 


— By Maria Cecilia Gutierrez, DMCW Community Member 


because she knew about my good 
experience in this community. 
The community members 
understood Mohamed's situation, 
and he moved into the community 
the next day, He is living in the 
Catholic Worker House with 
Charles. He feels very happy to 
have this opportunity to share with 
American people and learn a 
“different” English outside of the 
classroom, _ He is an excellent 
student; he isa full-time student at 
DMACC’s Urban Campus, He is 
taking four classes and working in 
the Catholic Worker House, | 
think this is a great opportunity for 
Mohamed to learn more about this 
country. He has a good 
relationship with Charles, 1 think 
Charles is a fundamental piece in 
Mohamed's integration inside the 


community. 
getting to know Jackie and Carla 
too, [hope Mohamed will find his 
lite in this community with all the 


He has enjoyed 


Catholic Worker family very 
special and that he will bond with 
his new “Big Brother” Charles. 
Good luck Mohamed!! 
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WEEDS SOWN AMONG THE WHEAT 


Omissions and exaggerations distort Catholic Worker history and spirit in new book 


Maloy, lowa February 8, 2006 


1 keep on the wall in our 
Catholic Worker farmhouse in 
lowa a framed postcard dated May 
of 1978, addressed to me at the 
Clear Creck County Jail in 
Colorado. I was there awaiting trial 
for sitting on the railroad tracks at 
Rocky Flats, blocking the delivery 
of shipments of plutonium into 
the nuclear weapons factory there. 
The handwritten postcard reads: 
“We are all remembering you in 
our prayers. Have you read 
Silone's Bread and Wine? He says 
one voice crying out upsets the 
state. Love in Christ, Dorothy 
Day.” I had met Dorothy Day 
some years before when I was 19 
years old and Dorothy 78. Strange 
child that I was, I had already read 
Bread and Wine by then, This was 
not the first or last time she 
recommended reading Silone to 
me, 

Dorothy often spoke of her 
special kinship with Ignazio 
Silone. As a young man, Silone left 
the Catholic Church to become a 
founder of the Italian Communist 
Party for many of the same 
reasons that Dorothy left the 
communists to become a 
Catholic. Later in response to 
Stalin's oppression, Silone also left 
the Communist Party and became, 
he said, a “Christian without a 
church and a socialist without a 
party.” “I feel we have suffered in 
the same way,” Dorothy said of 
Silone to her biographer, Robert 
Coles. 

In Mark and Louise Zwicks' 
new book, The Catholic Worker 
Movement- Intellectual and 
Spiritual Origins, intended, the 
authors say, that “readers will 
become acquainted with the 
richness of thought, 
contemplation, and action that 
has inspired and characterized the 
Catholic Worker Movement,” 
Silone and his writings do not 
merit even a footnote, Were this 
an isolated omission I would 
dismiss my personal 
disappointment that a favorite 
writer whom Dorothy and I had in 
common had been left out. 
Unfortunately, however, a careful 
reading reveals a disturbing 
pattern that goes further than a 
natural bias: thinkers, writers, 
activists and others who have had 
a profound influence on the 
movement but whose thoughts, 
words and actions do not support 
the suppositions of the authors 
find no place in their book. 
Likewise those who would 
support those suppositions are 
given an exaggerated place in their 
version of the movement's 


history. 


AN INTOLERABLE 

One place where this 
problem is most evident is in the 
treatment given to the relationship 
ef cofounders Peter Maurin, 
Dorothy Day and the Catholic 
Worker movement with the 
institution of the Catholic 
Church. The authors effectively 


cite the words of the founders and 
their sources that elucidate their 
love and gratitude for the church 
but they neglect what would reveal 
the complexity of that 
relationship and how that love was 
disappointed. 

Dorothy's comrade Silone 
left the church as fascism came to 
power in his native Italy while its 
bishops obsessed on sexual issues, 
“in that period of maximum 
confusion, of poverty and social 
disorder, of betrayal, violence, 
unpunished crimes and every sort 
of illegality... That evasion, on 
the part of shepherds who have 
always claimed the moral 
leadership of their flock, was an 
intolerable scandal,” Silone 
insisted, “how could one remain 
in such a church?” Dorothy found 
a different answer to that question 
than did Silone as she entered the 
same church he left, but a reader 
will need to read sources other 
than those offered in the Zwicks' 
book to know the depth her 
disappointment and heartbreak 
over the church she loved. 

“I loved the Church for 
Christ made visible,’ Dorothy 
wrote in her autobiography, The 
Long Loneliness, “not for itself, 
because it was so often a scandal 
to me, Romano Guardini said that 
the Church is the Cross on which 
Christ was crucified; one could 
not separate Christ from His 
Cross, and one must live in a state 
of permanent dissatisfaction with 
the Church.” Father Guardini's 
quote, “the Church is the Cross on 
which Christ was crucified” 
appears many times in Dorothy's 
writing, “It clearly haunted her,” 
noted Robert Coles who counted 
it in his interview tapes of her 11 
times! It will not be found once in 
the Zwicks' book. 

“T had a Marxist friend,” 
Dorothy told Coles, “who called 
the Catholic Church ‘a great big 
successful corporation, an 
international corporation,’ and I 
never cringed when I heard him 
say that. I did not like his bias, but I 
knew he was speaking the truth- a 
partial truth, but an important 
one.” 

The authors are likewise 
conveying an important but only 
partial truth as they quote 
Dorothy, “I believe in the Roman 
Catholic Church and all She 
teaches. I have accepted Her 
authority with my whole heart” 
without also noting her often 
stated reservations such as she 
expressed to Coles: “When I see 
the church taking the side of the 
powerful and forgetting the weak, 
and when I see bishops living in 
luxury and the poor being ignored 
or thrown crumbs, I know that 

Jesus is being insulted, as He once 
was, and sent to His death, as He 
once was.” When diocesan 
cemetery workers went on strike 
in New York, the Catholic Worker 
supported them against 
strikebreaking Cardinal Spellman. 
By characterizing Dorothy's 
anguished pleas to Spellman on 
behalf of the strikers whom she 
called victims of the “most awful 


war of all, the war between the 
clergy and the laity,” as one of her 
“friendly discussions with 
Catholic bishops to address the 
great questions of the time” the 
authors might not be serving even 
a partial truth. 


A “PARTICULAR 
PROPHET?” 

An entire chapter of this 
book is devoted to the Russian 
philosopher Nicholas Berdyaev, 
calling him the “Particular 
Prophet of the Movement.” 
Strange that such prominence 
should be given to a writer 
mentioned a few times by 
Dorothy and Peter even as the 
authors admit with historian 
William Miller that “Berdyaev did 
not influence Peter in an 


‘exclusively primary way” and “It 
seems Workers were not 
extensively acquainted with him.” 
The monk Thomas Merton is only 
mentioned briefly in this book and 
nonviolent revolutionaries Phil 
and Dan Berrigan only given a 
little more ink. We read about the 
influence the Catholic Worker has 
had on them, but the tremendous 
influence these men continue to 
have on the movement is not 
acknowledged. Gandhi is 
mentioned once, Emma 
Goldman notatall. 

In 1963, Dorothy Day wrote 
the story of the Catholic Worker 
thus far in her book, Loaves and 
Fishes. Like the Zwicks, Dorothy 
believed that only “through 
coming to know those who have 
shaped our movement and given 
substance to our thoughts” can 
the movement be understood. In 
this book Dorothy features a 
chapter on “A Picture of a 
Prophet” but the particular 
prophet of the movement she 
offers is not Berdyaey but 
Ammon Hennacy. Through his 
fasting, picketing, tax resistance 
and civil disobedience Ammon 
was an “inspiration and a 
reproach” to Dorothy. When 
Workers would criticize Dorothy 
for publishing Ammon's caustic 
slights of “Holy Mother Church,” 
she advised them to “do what he 
does, don't pay any attention to 
what he says.” Ammon began the 
traditions of annual protests on 
the anniversary of the bombing 
of Hiroshima and of “crossing 
the line” and getting arrested at 
military and nuclear facilities. 


a a em + 


After Peter and Dorothy, no one 
has as much practical influence on 
the Catholic Worker as Ammon. 
Ammon 
mentioned in the Zwicks' book 


Hennacy is not 


THE FAMOUS RETREAT 

The Zwicks give more 
prominence than some other 
writers to what they call “The 
Famous Retreat” and to Father 
John Hugo, a dear friend of 
Dorothy who promoted it. This 
retreat, preached over many years 
by several charismatic priests, 
stressed detachment and 
asceticism and was often praised 
and recommended by Dorothy. 
The authors note that the retreat 
and its influence were matters of 
controversy but I believe that this 
controversy should have been 
approached more charitably and 
fairly than itis in their book. 

The authors do not name the 
retreat's critics outside or within 
the Catholic Worker. Their 
objections are not directly cited 
but they are attacked severely. 
“They applaud Dorothy's 
activism... but do not recognize 
its spiritual base,” Mark and 
Louise judge those who question 
the benefit of the retreat. 
“Criticism within the movement 
focused on the difficult challenge 
of the retreat. Critics believed that 
the retreat asked too much from 
people.” Quoting Father Hugo, 
“such critics prefer to see 
(Dorothy) through the secular 
mystique of activism rather than 
rooted in the authentic mysticism 
of prayer and love.” Father Hugo 
further wondered if rejection of 
his retreat might even constitute a 
“practical denial of the paschal 
mystery!” 

Among those who 
questioned or rejected the retreat 
are some of Dorothy and Peter's 
closest and most trusted 
coworkers and friends, some of 
them sources quoted as 
authorities by the Zwicks in other 
contexts. Both Stanley 
Vishnewski, who came to the 
Worker as a teenager in its first 
days and stayed his whole life, and 
Ade Bethune, the artist who 
introduced Dorothy to 
Benedictine spirituality, saw the 
retreat as divisive and potentially 
harmful, leaving some who were 
originally enthused “fouled up” or 
bitter. Ade said that the retreat did 
not help her to “love God any 
better” and her notes from the 
retreat show that as much as 
others were awed by Father Hugo, 
she found him to be rather 
clueless and ridiculous. 

Ruth Heaney, who helped 
start the first Catholic Worker in 
Milwaukee in 1935 and who 
became a Benedictine nun after 
the death of her husband, Larry, 
with whom she raised a family ona 
Catholic Worker Farm in 
Missouri, also regards the retreat 
differently than do the Zwicks, 
Sister Ruth remembered Father 
Hugo in an interview with Rosalie 
Riegle: “Oh my! Father Hugo was 
a deeply spiritual man, but his 
asceticism... it was just not 


— By Brian Terrell 


Benedictine. It was not whole, and 
Peter had been so whole. Some of 
the healthier ones among us. 
had sufficient education or 
enough spiritual insight to 
recognize that this is another kind 
of spirituality and not one they 
wanted to buy into.” 

While Dorothy was always a 
loyal friend to Father Hugo, I 
think that by the tme I knew her 
she had grown to be more whole, 
more Benedictine. In any case, the 
distinction between the secular 
and the sacred that seems to be at 
the heart of the retreat and the 
theology of Father Hugo was a 
question that Dorothy found 
tiresome and irritating by that 
time. “You keep talking about 
secular idealism,” she told Robert 
Coles, “but I don't draw that 
distinction in my mind- between 
secular idealism and an idealism at 
the service of God.” Dorothy 
warned Coles “I think we have to 
be very careful with words like 
secular and religious; you 
distinguish between them when 
you ask me your questions... The 
longer I live, the more I see God at 
work in people who don't have the 
slightest interestin religion.” 


A MISTITLED BOOK 

The Catholic Worker is a 
varied and diverse movement 
including communities and 
individuals who all make their own 
use of its historic sources and in 
turn contribute to its continuing 
formation. Casa Juan Diego, 
founded by Mark and Louise 
Zwick in Houston, stands out as 
one of the most divergent 
expressions of the Catholic 
Worker both in style and in 
substance. Certainly it has the 
largest scale of hospitality by far, 
sheltering hundreds of guests in 
various buildings each night. Our 
movement is enriched to have 
such variety in spirit and in 
practice. The generosity of the 
Houston Catholic Workers is 
admirable but Casa Juan Diego 
cannot be viewed as the norm. 

The Catholic Worker 
Movement- Intellectual and 
Spiritual Origins by Mark and 
Louise Zwick is misnamed. What 
we are offered in this book is 
specifically and deliberately the 
unique intellectual and spiritual 
origins of the Houston Catholic 
Worker and not the movement at 
large. Novelists Ignazio Silone and 
Francois Mauriac, who loved Jesus 
but distrusted the church, 
influenced the life, work and 
thought of Dorothy Day and the 
Catholic Worker but not, it seems, 
in Houston and so they do not 
appear in the Zwicks' book. Many 
in the movement share Dorothy's 
anger and disappointment with 
the church we love, many find in 
her recommendation that “one 
must live in a state of permanent 
dissatisfaction with the Church” a 
way that we can remain Catholic. 
The church is clearly, however, not 
a scandal to Mark and Louise as it 
was to Dorothy and consequently 
they omit indispensable parts of 
herthought. — (Continued, Page 7) 


Three New Community Members Grace the Dingman House 


Hi, my name is Tammy, and 
I'm one of your new Catholic 
Workers at the Dingman house. |! 
was introduced to the Catholic 


Worker organization by my friend 
and fellow volunteer Nancy Reese. 
After just one day, I was hooked by 
the whole concept 
September I have been doing 3-4 
shifts a week. I am amazed by the 
diversity of backgrounds and 
personalities of the community 
members 
goal we work together to keep 
things running smoothly. 

The other three community 
members play a much more 
important role than I. Their 
professionalism, expertise, 
personality and a totally non- 
judgmental philosophy make 
them a perfect accessory to the 
community. The guests love 
them. I’m talking about Wynken, 


Since 


But, with a common 
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Blynken and Nod 


Three 


gorgeous calico kittens who 
graced us with their presence at 12 
weeks of age. At first glance, they 


seem totally alike, but they're each 
Wynken 
came to us with an injured eye that 


their own little entity 


subsequently caused loss of 
vision. Wynken is very mellow, 
loving outgoing...Carla’s favorite. 
Blynken, the darkest of the three, 
is much more reserved, and like 
most cats, chooses when she 
wants to be social and lovable 
Then there’s Nod, nicknamed 
“Trouble”. Nod is the first to 
jump on tables, run out the door, 
eat the powdered creamer and be 
into everything generally. She 
seems to have just one speed and 
that’s a gallop. We joke that she 
sounds like Charles (A.K.A. Big 
Chuck), coming down the steps. 
We asked these ladies to live with 


us duc to the severe mouse 
infestation at the Dingman 
House. At only 12 weeks of age, 


Wynken, with only one eye, caught 
the first one. The other two soon 
followed in the hunt and the 
games began. Soon they were 
catching 5 or more mice daily 
Eddie calls “The 


Mousekateers”. We haven’t seen a 


them 


mouse, dead or alive, in a few 
weeks now. The girls have more 
than earned their keep. I’m not 
even afraid to go downstairs 
anymore. 

Besides their hunting 
prowess, the girls are giving so 
much to the guests. Pet therapy is 
nothing to be scoffed at. While 
not encouraged, we often find 
guests sharing their food - kitties 
on laps and licking plates. 
Afternoon naps on laps is an 
everyday occurrence. 


The girls are all now 5 moths 
old and we're busy trying to make 
arrangements to have them all 
spayed. Paying for three surgeries 
at once is a challenge for us, but 
hopefully some animal groups and 
veterinarians will help us out. 
We'll give you an update on their 


— By Tammy Boettcher 


recoveries in the next newsletter. 


If anyone would like to donate 
money for their surgeries, please 


indicate “Kitten Fund” on your 


check. 

I'm hoping to meet all of you 
someday. See you at the Dingman 
House! 


Solitary Effort 


When we invaded Iraq in 
2003 one word was on the minds 
and lips of many: Oil. Although 
many rationales for the invasion 
were offered I was convinced that 
our overwhelming addiction to oil 
products was the real reason. I felt 
culpable in this atrocity in Iraq 
through my own feelings of 
entitlement to always-available oil 
products, particularly gasoline for 
my car. But I didn’t stop driving 
everyplace I wanted to go anytime 
I desired. I just continued to think 
about these things. 

I wondered if the U.S. would 
start wars like this one, or be 
involved at all in Mideast politics 
if it weren’t for our belief that 
we're entitled to their oil. 

I read and thought about how 
we could stop importing oil 
altogether if we increased the fuel 
efficiency of our cars and 
developed a dependable, fast 
system of public transportation. 
But this would require a lot of 
commitment from a lot of people, 
indeed most people. 

I discussed all of this with 
everyone who'd listen and 
although most seemed to agree 
with me few were willing to 
change personal habits in order to 
decrease their own gas 
consumption. Necessary changes 
seemed too extreme or 
unreasonable. But the more I 
thought about it, and the more I 
drove, the more culpable I felt. So 
decreasing my use of gasoline 
became a personal thing that 
didn’t require others to either 
condone or join in. I was the one 
who needed to do this, alone. 

I decided to start walking, 
bicycling, and busing anywhere 
that would not disproportionately 
increase the time spent getting 
there and back. I was not initially 


thrilled with this idea but as time 
has passed I’ve become more and 
more fond of it. There are actually 
some advantages in not using a car 
all the time. 

Fran Fuller of the Catholic 
Worker Community suggested 
that I write about my alternative 
transportation experiences of the 
past few years and I agreed to give 
itatry. 

Over the past two and one- 
half years I've done a little 
bicycling but mostly I’ve ridden 
the MTA and walked to decrease 
my use of the car. I’ve been very 
pleased with some of the results 
of this, neutral on others, but 
never thoroughly disgusted and 
ready to give up. 

I've kept records of my gas 
consumption. While still using the 
car exclusively I consumed 
between 27 and 40 gallons of gas, 
on average, per month. Since 
using alternative transportation 
I’ve been using between 9 and 15 
gallons per month on average. In 
September of 20041 decided that 
for one month I would not let ime 
be a factor in deciding which form 
of transportation to use. As a 
result, for that month only, I used 
the car only seven times and 
consumed only 2.7 gallons of gas. 
However I had little time for 
anything but planning trips and 
getting from one place to another. 
This is obviously unreasonable, 
not at all practical with the current 
state of transportation in Des 
Moines. Nevertheless one can 
significantly reduce one’s 
consumption of gas in this city, 
even to almost nothing if one 
wishes. 

While costs are not relevant 
to my purposes in this effort I 
have saved a little money. A 
monthly bus pass costs $35.00, 


available for $17.50 through my 
employer. As gas prices have risen 
my savings have also, While I 
won't be setting up a college 
scholarship fund with my gas 
savings it is less costly to bus than 
itis to drive. 

To my surprise the buses are 
air-conditioned and yery cool in 
the summer and very well-heated 
in the winter, I'd been expecting 
them to be uncomfortable in these 
ways but I’ve happily discovered 
that these are not the buses that I 
remember from my childhood. It 
is actually pleasurable to sit down 
in a bus on the hottest and coldest 
days. 

I hate driving on ice. On the 
days that we have sleet and cold 
and streets covered with ice I've 
gotten on warm buses and sat 
down to a good book on the way 
to work. No stress. And no need 
to find a parking place or scrape 
windows after work. This has 
been my most-appreciated 
experience in all of this. 

It goes without saying that 
one must be prepared for being 
outside in all kinds of weather for 
extended periods of time. 
Coveralls, boots, a warm hat, 
scarf, gloves, a rain suit, and a 
good backpack are necessary. I 
already had all but the rain suit, as 
most Iowans do, so there was no 
big outlay or adjustment here. 

When considering bus riding 
people worry that they’ll 
encounter smelly people, crabby 
bus drivers, dirty buses, or 
disastrously late buses that then 
make them late for work. There’ve 
been two occasions in which I’ve 
sat near someone who smelled. I 
got up and moved further away. 
All of the bus drivers have been 

helpful with times and transfers 
and where to get off and on. I've 
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Volunteer and Friend of the House 


not yet been on a dirty bus. 
They’re obviously cleaned daily 
and periodically swept and picked 
up during working hours. Most 
buses seem to run two or three 
minutes later than the schedule 
lists but this has to do with traffic 
and delays getting people on and 
off of them. If everyone had their 
fare ready before they stepped 
onto the bus the buses would 
probably always run on time. 

Bus passengers are generally 
quiet and keep to themselves. I 
have not experienced any 
confrontation or violence of any 
kind from or between them. The 
buses filled with kids going to and 
from school are deafeningly loud 
and there is no place to sit. I avoid 
these. 

In recent months the MTA 
has added bike carriers to the 
buses. They're simple to operate 
and as I begin using them it 
appears my transit ime will be 
significantly reduced. So will my 
gas consumption because this 
gives me more opportunities to 
avoid the car without losing a lot 
of ume. 

So, what're my complaints? 

First of all the city of Des 
Moines is not well-designed for 
someone tying to get to all 
necessary places on foot or by 
bicycle. There are nice trails for 
pleasure walking but one has to be 
awfully careful and creative in 
other places. On the bicycle 
pedestrians don’t want me on the 
sidewalk and rudely say so. 
Drivers don’t want me in the street 

so they honk and give me the 
finger. Before going out on 
errands I feel like a piece of meat 
about to be thrown into a dog 
kennel. 

Secondly, any long trip by 
foot and bus that involves a 


transfer can be disproportionately 
long, For instance the trip from 
the area of Vets Hospital to the 
area of HyVee in Windsor 
Heights takes an hour. In a car it'd 
probably be 15 minutes. I’m pretty 
sure that the bike carriers are 
going to enable me to reduce the 
ume of a trip like this. We'll see. 

Thirdly, there aren’t enough 
buses, they don’t run late enough 
for me, and they don’t run on 
Sunday. These are not major 
issues because I do have a car. But 
my objective is to avoid using the 
car and these realities are not 
helpful. I do understand though 
that these problems would be 
solved if there were a significant 
demand for these services. In the 
meantime the MTA doesn’t seem 
too motivated to change 
schedules and put on extra buses 
just for me. Not too surprising is 
it? 

Too few buses can mean 
insufferably long waits between 
them. If there is only one bus per 
hour and I have to go to one or 
two places requiring five or ten 
minutes in each place, well, you get 
the picture — it’s time to use the 
car. In these situations I do think 
about those without cars who 
have to depend on the buses. I 
don’t know how they can 
function. 

This whole effort has worked 
well for me and I enjoy it as long as 
I combine errands and plan ahead. 
Except for September of 2004 (as 
I mentioned earlier) I haven't been 
overly burdened by 
disproportionate amounts of 
extra time committed to this 
endeavor. 

Most importantly it’s good 
for my soul. I feel a very slight 
solidarity with our country’s 
victims in Iraq. It feels good! 
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GATHERING PROGRAM SCHEDULE 


Invitation and Schedule for 
October 19-22, 2006 
National Catholic Worker Gathering 


Dear Catholic Workers and friends of Catholic Workers, 


Note: Each workshop session will include an open session so participants 
can propose and lead workshops on topics not listed below. This schedule 
is a work in process, there for subject to change. The people listed on this 
schedule are committed to attend the gathering, 


Utah Phillips will also join us on this schedule, to share his wisdom and 
music. 


THURSDAY, OCT. 19 


We invite you to join us, October 19 ~ 22, 2006, at the National Catholic Worker Gathering here in Iowa! | 1,00 on Welcome and registration 
ithas been years si i i herin ken place, th f the DMCW | 7:00 Dinner 
set = ae ne st pe ; ~ ee mass a8 remedy A : GA | 8:00 Informal introductions Talkin' Room. Ruthie 
community's 30th anniversary and the prompting of Ed Loring of the Open Door Community in Atlanta, O'Neill facilitating 
persuaded us to undertake this effort. The idea was endorsed by the Catholic Workers attending the September, 9:00 Music Room and Bonfire 
2005, Midwest CW Sugar Creck Retreat. There we all agreed on the theme of the gathering: "The Catholic 
Worker Movement: Where We've Been and Where We Are Going", In the communal spirit of our annual eon oct. = e 
6:00-8: rayer Room 
Midwest Sugar Creek CW gatherings, this will be an informal, laid back event, more like a big family reunion than 8:00-9:30 BOER (O100.AniiGuh cernérity, 
a formal conference. 10:00 -11:30 Workshop Session One (6) : 
The site for the gathering is the Diocese of Des Moines' Catholic Youth Camp, the Saint Thomas Moore Intellectual & Spiritual Origins of CW Movement: A 
Center, located in Panora, lowa, about 45 miles N.W. of Des Moines (see CYC web page atwww.stmcenter.com ). lecture by Mark and Louise Zwick 
for thi ‘i i Anarchism I; Eric Englada, facilitating 
Itis a perfect setting for this event with large and small rooms for meetings and a beautiful outdoor area, October Floating on the Rim of the Worker: Rosalie Riegle, 
isa wonderful time of year in Iowa and barring bad weather, a great time for such a gathering. facilitating 
Bishop Joseph Charron of the Catholic Diocese of Des Moines will graciously welcome us to his diocese on Working with the Spanish Speaking Community : 
Friday. An anonymous donor has blessed us with the entire $7,500 needed to rent the camp, There will be other Consinent Life EthicPanel discussion, Ruthie O'Neill 
acilitatin, 
expenses and a freewill offering will be taken up at the gathering to help pay for these, Ones Seisien 
We anticipate a crowd of 400 to 500 People. Two hundred people can sleep on bunk beds located in two 12:00-1:30 Lunch and Bishop Joseph Charron's Welcome 
separate buildings called Quads, Each Quad is divided into four Separate units, with 12 bunk beds, bathroom and | 2.00-3:30 /orkshop Session ‘Two (6) ; 2 
showers in each unit. Another two hundred people, or more, can set up tents on a large open space on site at the a So Syrshires taeie Kelly, Art 
ve 2 . Attiin, Liz McAlister ta : “4 
camp. Tent people need to bring their own tents and camping equipment. In aadino, there are off-site locations, Aging to the Worked Tosa Mbciebetiy 
including local motels, camping grounds near by, and the private homes of area friends and supporters. Family Life I: Carla Dawson, facilitating 
A committee system is forming to help organize and facilitate the event. The Program Committee has Urban gardening: Larry O'Toole 
already completed its work by arranging a full schedule of workshops, speakers, social events and worship CW Economics: The Money Question 
services. See attached schedule posted on the National CW Gathering web page link. Rural Life: Chris Montesano 
In keeping with our Sugar Creek model, the gatherings self-made. People will be designated to help facilitate Open Session f 
different task and chores for the weekend, while attendees will need to volunteer to do the work. This includes | 4.90-5:30 Plenary Talk: Kathy Kelly: “The Future of Non- 


Violence” 
Dinner 
Play; Fool for Christ - Sarah Melici 
Musical Entertainment 


child care, cooking and clean-up after meals. Our own DMCW, Carla Dawson, is the point person for the Food 
Committee. We will be cooking all our own meals. 

To further ensure the success of the gathering, the Catholic Peace Ministry of Des Moines has graciously 
signed on as a supporting organization. They will be enormously helpful with the hospitality requirements and the 
transportation challenges which we are anticipating, : a ies 

We know there are a thousand other things that will need to be done before we are through with this effort, 


6:00-7:30 
8:00, 
9:00 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER. 21 


many of them unforeseen at this time, It is a major commitment for our local Catholic Worker community and for oye Prayer eet oem 
all our support people, However, we are confident that we will have a great gathering, a national CW family 6 tn anne " an Three (6) ; 
reunion which is long over due. Plus, we can't think of a better way to celebrate our community milestone than by . ets Maaco, ota eae King 
hosting a reunion with members of the movement that has meant so much tous all. A: Shadow Side of GW Elstucy: Genes Terabe tatthe 
In the spirit of Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin, our honored and revered founders Ato venient Michael Farctl 
The DES MOINES CATHOLIC WORKER COMMUNITY. KaatMOCAT 
‘amily Life IT 
Anyone interested in being part of a committee and/or in helping in any other way please contact: a 5 ane Resist? Surveillance in the CW, 
Bnan Terrell 
Brian Terrell Program Committee: Open Session 
E-mail: terrellcepm@yahoo.com Ruthie O’ Niell 12:00-1:30 Tamoh 
Phone (573) 443-1927 2:00-3:30 Workshop Session Four (6) 
Fran Puller E-mail: m.oneill@mchsi.com Working with the Neighborhood, facilitating: Paul 
E-mail: franafuller@hotmail.com Gallagher, Mike Baldwin, Jackie Allen and 
Liturgy & Worship: Chttinuade 
Or write us at Betsy Keenan Sustaining ourselves over the long haul; Willa 
The Phil Berrigan CW House Phone( 641) 785-2321 Bickham and Brendan Walsh 
713 Indiana Ave E-mail keenanweaving@yahoo.com Forging Community in Spiritual Diversity: A Panel 
Des Moines 1A 50314 Discussion 
Ph (515) 282-4781 Living Seripture: Murphy Davis and Ed Lohring 
de: sc lieworker.org Open Session 
ee enna eae 4:00-5:30 Workshop Session Five (6) 


Dorothy Day: Lecture 

Building Community Life 

Class and Race Issues: Lana Jacobs 

Quesnoning Technology: Steve Woolford and 
Lanore Yarger 

Rural Lite Tl: Rick Mihm and Mary Moody 

Open Session 


6:00 -7:30 Dinner 


Weeds an " tinned from pave 4 


We do not read in the Zwicks' 
book how Dorothy encouraged 
Workers to civil 
‘We must fill the 
jails,” because Houston Catholic 
Workers do 


influence of 


Catholic 


disobedience, 


not go to jail. The 

Ammon Hennacy 
and of the Berrigans is palpable in 
the daily lives of most Worker 
communities in this time of war, 
in their protest, direct action and 
jail witness. Because direct 
action/civil disobedience is not a 
part of the work of Casa Juan 
Diego, a reader of this book will 
not know how essential a factor it 
isin the movement 


A TREMENDOUS 
CHALLENGE 


The Catholic Worker 


Movement Intellectual and 
Spiritual Origins is 
sible 


constructed 


in attractive 


and = acce volume, well 
highly 


both in the 


and 
recommended 
movement and in academia. It is 
‘a spiritual treasure that will be an 
invaluable addition to courses on 
Catholic 


social teaching,” 


promises the occupant of a 
“Chair of Catholic Theology” at 
one university. Hopefully some of 
the many who will read it will look 
deeper into its sources My fear is, 
though, that most will take it at 
face value and believe 
reflects the 


that it 
intellectual and 


spiritual origins of the Catholic 
With the 
this book, the 
Zwicks have effectively obscured 
confused the 
record. To use gospel allegory, 


Worker 


publication of 


movement 


and historical 


weeds have been sown among the 
wheat. ‘To a large extent, this just 
Mark and 
Louise Zwick have given Catholic 
Workers a tremendous challenge: 


to live our lives 


has to be accepted 


ind speak our 
words so clearly that people ‘will 
know that there is more to the 
Worker 


found in their book 


Catholic than what 


The Catholic Worker Movement 
Intellectual and Spiritual Origins 
~ By Markand Louise Zwick 
Paulist Press 2005 
Brian Terrell 
Strangers and Guests Catholic 
Worker Farm 
108 Hillcrest Drive 
Maloy, lowa 50836 
641-785-2321 
515-255-8114 
terrellepm@yahoo.com 


Peacemakers for 


"If Not Now, When?" 


| Seven Arrested at White House for War Protest 


Holding a banner that read, 
"GOD FORGIVE AMERICA," 
seven peace activists were 
arrested yesterday in front of the 
White House, in a civil 
disobedience protest against the 
war in Iraq (see cover photo). 

Arrested by U.S. Park Police 
were Brian Terrell, Ed Bloomer, 
and Elton Davis, all from Catholic 
Worker communities in the Des 
Moines, Iowa area, David 
Goodner, University of Iowa 
Student, Eileen Hansen, a 
Catholic Worker from the 
Winona, Minnesota, Jeff Leys, 
co-coordinator of Voices for 
Creative Nonviolence (VCNV), 
and Bernie Meyer, a retired social 
Services worker from Olympia, 
Washington. 

The seven were charged with 
the federal misdemeanor of 


demonstrating without a permit, 
fined seventy-five dollars, and 
released yesterday evening, The 
| action was part of VCNV's 
"Winter of our Discontent" 
demonstratons in the month 


leading up to the third anniversary 
of the US. invasion of Iraq on 
March 20. 

Terrell organized the group 
of 15 from Towa that included 
students from Loras College, a 
hospital worker, and a farmer 
from Missouri who drove 140 
miles to Des Moines to join them. 

"If not now, when?" Terrell 
replied when asked why they 
drove 20 hours overnight to get 
arrested in the nation's capital. 
"Some people consider civil 
disobedience an extreme measure 
for extreme times. If these aren't 
extreme times I don't know what 
are." 

The Maloy, Iowa farmer and 
Catholic Worker added, "We came 
here to use two complimentary 
methods to protest this war, Some 
of our group are visiting 
members of Congress, and some 
are putting our bodies on the 
line." 

Goodner, the 25 year-old 
Iowa Hawkeye, said his reason 
was "a deep concern for the plight 


Every Season 


Two Dingman 
Peace Award 
Receipients 


Helen Tichy and 
Sherie Hutchison 


of the world. I worry where the 
world is heading when I think of 
global warming and war. I believe 
the capitalist model of 
globalization is the root cause of 
the institutional problems facing 
us, and governments aren't going 
to solve those problems, 
individuals are." 

Bloomer, 58, an Army 
draftee who served from 1966-68, 
is also a member of Veterans For 
Peace, He said he became a 
Catholic Worker in 1983 when he 
was active in the Nuclear Freeze 
movement to stop the spread of 
atomic weapons, because he 
agreed with the Worker's 
approach, "They say if you see 
something that ain't right, fix it. I 
see half the world starving 
without a crust of bread while are 
resources are going to wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. This is the 


right thing to do and it's good to 
show your colors." 
The entire group 


demonstrated on the sidewalk in 
front of the White House fence, 


www.DesMoinesCatholicWorker.org 


— Fr. Roy Bourgeois 


state of Iowa.” 


50312 or call 515-255-8114, 


Catholic Peace 
Eleventh Annual 
Bishop Maurice J. Dingman 
Peace Award Dinner 
Saturday evening, April 8, 2006 _ 


Award Recipient: 


Sherry Hutchison 


Keynote Speaker: 
Fr. Roy Bourgeois, MM 
Founder of School 
of the Americas Watch 


“We see a consistent pattern of the Pen 
democracy, while in their prisons and 
torture and human rights abuses continue to surface.” 


“'... Truly one of the most important things that go on in this 


community and one of the most ecumenical things that goes on in the 


— Bishop Gregory Vaughn Palmer, lowa Conf, UMC. 


Catholic Peace Minty 211 Snead 


claiming to work for 
ing centers, reports of 


— By Mike Ferner, 


Freelance Writer from Ohio 


walking slowly with placards and 
banners for about 30 minutes. 
The seven who were arrested took 
their signs to the portion of the 
fence ruled off-limits to protests 
where they stood, attracting the 
attention of Park Police who 
warned them they risked arrest. 
When they refused to move, 
police called in a large team to 
make the arrests which included 
six officers on motorcycles, one 
on horseback, and over a dozen in 
patrol cars and unmarked vehicles 
including several command 
officers, with four Secret Service 
officers observing, 

After police roped off a 
large, square area in front of the 
Protesters, a lieutenant, speaking 
through a patrol car loudspeaker, 
warned the seven that "You must 
leave the enclosed portion of the 
White House sidewalk. All those 
not leaving will be arrested.” 
Three warnings later, officers 
approached the activists and 
began handcuffing and searching 
them one at a time. To cheers 


from supporters and under the 
eye of dozens of tourists, the 
arrestees were lead into a large 
police wagon and taken away. The 
whole operation took about 90 
minutes. 

Last night, Leys said they had 
been processed, fined, and 
released later in the day around 
5:00 pm. 

The former union 
representative from Milwaukee 
and three others are participating 
in a 34-day, liquids-only fast and 
vigil at the Capitol as part of the 
Winter of Our Discontent. He 
noted the fasters are observing 
the period between the February 
15, 2003 when millions of people 
around the world protested the 
likely U.S. invasion of Iraq, and 
the date of the invasion, March 
20, He added that VCNV plans 
additional protests in Washington 
and elsewhere in the country 
before March 20, 


Mike Ferner can be reached at: 
mike. ferner@sbeglobal.net 


Patm Sunday Procession for Peace 


8:00 Talent Show “As we enter the 4th year of the War in Iraq” 

| Palm Sunday— April 9, 2006 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 This procession and prayer service will raise up a vision of peace and who we stand against war. We will remember the true 
6:00-8:00 Breakfast (8:30 Announcements) 


meanings of Palm Sunday and renew our commitment to be instruments of God's peace. 
Procession for Peace was an inspiring experience for about 500 participants. Please join us. 
3p.m.— Procession 


Last year’s Palm Sunday 


Reflecting on the week end, Frank Cordaro, 
facilitating 


9:00-10:00 


9. er ci le 
+ ee py eit Wien Dees 6.1 Begins at Trinity United Methodist Church, 8th and College St, Des Moines. Please gather at 2:30 pm. Palms will he 
Noon Lunch and brown bags for the road Provided or bring yours from morning services. Procession will follow children and a donkey to St. Ambrose, Please bring 
1:30 Cleanup signs and banners proclaiming the Biblical call to be peacemakers and our commitment to seek peace and justice, 

3:45 p.m. — Ecumenical Prayer Service with Fr, Roy Bourgeois 
Child Care 


St. Ambrose Cathedral, 6th and High St, Des Moines. Fr, Roy Bourgeois founded the SOA School of the Americas Watch 
and is recognized internationally for his peace and justice work. 


Video Room: Marcus Paige . 
Craft Room: Fr, River Sims | 
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